3 P REA e at 
1 . E „ Ts 7 5 wy, | | 
St. M A | R F: 8 Nat cl nil £ 


Price Six-pence; , or T0 Guineas per Hundred 
to thoſe who give them ey” 


: r Ss * 
3 * Y — * + 


42 — "a 
* — 
DD 


— 
— th 


» 
v4 
SI * 2 
2 —— = = 
a *: 9 _ Wn 


EXPLANATION 


- Sometime Rector of Kirkby? 17 


September .. 1737. 
PR 0 POSALS for Printing by Subſcription, 


For the Us E of FamiL1szs, 


"HE 


"Ser Catechift 


OR T H E 


in pole Religion of a CHRISTIAN. 


Being a FULL. 


F 


Cuukch CATECHISM. 


CONTAINING, A 


COMPREHENSIVE BODY 


ED ; In NITY. 


- 
- E _ * 
* — — de P 
EE s 
1 — + 
y * * 3 
* 


* 
* 
jt , = ” 
* 1 7 * 
\ 77 


x Southwell, and Fellow f Queen” Fs 9 


amine . 


* 


To which is Prefixed, 


A F aithful Account of the AuTroR's Life 


and Writings. 


- By JohN VENEER, Rector 1 St. Andrew fy Chicheſter. 


/ 


— 


That fo uſe ful a Work may be fitted to Perſons of all . 
ſtances, 4 much as poſſible, it will be comprized in One Volume 


Octavo. The Book is in the Preſs, and will be publiſhd next Lent. 
The Price to Subſcribers will be Five Shillings in ? wo or Siæ Shillings 
Bound, and a Seventh Book Gratis to thoſe who Subſcribe for Six. 


SUBSCRIP TIONS are taken in by C. Rivix e ron, in 


St. Paul's Church-yard ; and J. HuTToN, at the Bible and Sun 


without Temple-Bar. 


4 SP Bn If . 
ROT) * R o ; * 
r rn n F EET 454 3 

ä n . ES r RR 3 - 

6 ELK" IRE CW N * Et 2 n 9 5 1 * x 8 8 — 0 . A 

9 R I I I DR ALE PBL ne £5 N „ TCC : 
* R F = 0D AETEEEGG  IS 0 a TIRE £9 N 2 PRE”. OK Oe SER. 5 
4 * . ve " LL Lo Sick 295 ih ECD ec a e 9 ; Fete n Hs ES IS ATT SS 72 Bk c LED ET 0 3 ' 

TY POE INE TO TOC - EO OTE n be : ey Wh N oF". WR i 8 r E 8 y 
des OE wer IS 5 5 3 2 bo 2 * CCF TF... BS TO Ee Ss > a 
0 a Ge AD Eur A r 2 ö x p 
Fr No x. YE 3 p EF 8 4 * 2 9 ye — 7 k Fn” 


A e 
2 8 e 
3 
6 Sn I ma 


W * EO 
RE ron ad CT 


n 


n 28 n 
n — . 
25 MH . 
1 n * 7 . 2 
1 eh . 


e 8 J ͤ tt 246 
C 


R 
$4" a 35> FS 


42:4] 


The Nature and Necellity of our NE w 
BIRTH in Chriſt Jeſus, in order to 
Salvation. 


A 


SERMON 


Preached in the CHR cn of 
St. MART Radcliffe, 
"TN" 


W * 1 0 * 


B. e WHITEFiELD 4a © 


5 PEMBROKE Cullege, Oxford. 


3 


Publiſhed at the Requeſ of ſeveral of the Hors 


The Tainp Ep Ir io. 


LONDON: 


Printed for C. RiviNGrToON in Sr. Paul's Church-yard; 
And fold by Meſſ. Harris, ſen. and jun. in Glouceſter ; 
Mr. W1Ls0N in Briſtol; and Mr. LEAKE in Bath, 


M DCcc xxXxv1ll. 


Tz — — . 2 fla . 6 ＋ 2 . n — 
2.35.5... 9” r 8 


. Dan i ES a En 


F cc 


3 


— 


ORE — 


R 33 
5 


5 


** 


jo 
8 
Br 
* 
75 
PIT 
9 
5 
s 
as 
. 
8. 
its. 
8 
* 
* 
bs. 
Py. 


ty 
. 
= 
MS 
Ss 
«4 R 
3 2 
3 


8 ES E5E R N 9 F ICY WT NONE" "NOT. * PRs 9 , , 
Af o * . cn ys < ＋ r 2 - 2 "4 * * * Cp 4 r x kn * * £ * 5 9 K e * 8 * 4 e — 5 - 
IE Sr an yt ee 3 . F e N MST OY APES ITT ELIE A e FFF 
JAE LIN : EO EAT = x „ yt A. $56 . . — — * n * & N is : 9 $6.5 
ö 3 * ee . * 4 2 * 1 3 2 N WS. n R 8 . — of 8 >» 4 4 4 . $Id, * 7 1 
N 5 2 2 e 00 1 4 " 12 Pp: . SIRE a oy . 2 r . VB: = > 4x gs * K KEI = 6 N 8 — 430 xs (Oe rs 
a N 4 F N 5 a - 2 A * : n * r a? % -* 2 e * n "SLES... ts 33 * * Teens 5 


3 


Ne 


—— r r 
e . 
ESE ORE El LS 8 
* 5 * > SITES N 


| Friends, the Aſper- 
| frons of Enemies, the 


great Searcity of Sermons on 
this Subjet? among the Di- 


diu of our own Church, and 
not any overweening Conceit, 
1 trul, 
mance, Were, amoneſf 


divers others, the Reaſons 
that induced me to permit 
the 


HE Importunity of 


, of the Worth of the 
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meet with from the Public, 


hope, that as God was plead Þ 
to give it ſurprizing Succeſs, | 


. Being will continue to co-ope- 
rate with it from the Preſs : 


And then, if it be thereby 
made inſtrumental towards 


2.23 
the Publication of this very 
plain Diſcourſe. 


What Reception it may 


# behoves me, for my own 
Sake, to be very little con- 
cerned about. But I 2 


when delivered from the Pul- 
pit, ſo the ſame Gracious 


the Convicting any one Sin- 
ner, or Confirming any one 
AJaaint, 


[ vii] 
Saint, 1 ſhall not he ſolicitous 
about the Cenſures that may 
he paſſed, either on the Sim- 
—_— of the Style, or on the | 
7 outh WP rhe Author. 3 WL 
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of hope i it | wel be oro 
me to add my hearty i ſhes, 
that my Reverend. Brethren, 
the Miniſters of the Church | 
| of England, (, ſuch an one 
| as may be worthy to call 
| them Brethren) would more 
| frequently entertain their : 
| People with Diſcourſes-of this 
| Nature, than they commonly | 
| do: And that they would not, 
| out £2 a ' ſervile Fear of dil. 1 
rap 10 
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pleaſing ſome particular Per- 


ſons, fail to declare the whole 


Will of God: zo their reſpe- 
Five Congregations, nor ſuf- 
fer their People to reſt ſatif- 
fied with the Shell and Sha- 


dow of Religion, without ac- 


quainting them with the Mu- 
ture and. 


ward Holineſs, and Vital Pu- 
rity of Heart, which their 
Profeſſion obliges them to 


aſpire after, and without 
which no Man living can com. 


1 ung os the Lond. 


Vece ſity of that In- 
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If any Man be in Chriſt, be 
nN a new ams, ö 


nE Doctrine of our ROENERA-. 


B 


57 rio, or NEwBIRTH in CHRIST 
rsus, tho' one of the moſt fun- 
„ cdamental Doctrines of our holy 
Religion; though ſo plainly and often preſſed 
on us in ſacred Writ, “that he that runs may 
« read; nay, though it is the very. Hinge on 
which the Salvation of each of us turns, and 
a Point too in which all /ncere Chriſtians, of 
Whatever Denomination, agree; yet is fo fe 
dom conſidered, and ſo little experimentally 
underſtood by the Generaliry of Profeſſors, 
that were we to judge of the Truth of it by 
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0 —— 
= the Experience of moſt who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, we ſhould be apt to imagine they 
ö had © not ſo much as heard ” whether there 
| be any ſuch thing as Regeneration or no. It 
is true, Men, for the moſt part, are Orthodox 
| : in the common Articles of their Creed; they 
| believe there is but one God, and one Medi- 
1 ator between God and Man, even the Man 
1 CuRIST JEsUs; and that there is no other 
Name given under Heaven, whereby they can 
1 be ſaved, beſides His: But then tell them, 
| They muſt be REGENERATE, they muſt be 
BoRN AGAIN, they muſt be renewed in the 
very Spirit, i. e. in the inmoſt Faculties of 
their Minds, ere they can truly call Chriſt 
[ Lord, Lord, or have any Share in the Merits N 
= of his precious Blood ; and they are ready to- N 
3 „ out with Nicodemus, © How can theſe 
1 « things be?“ Or with the Athenians, on 
1 another Occaſion, „What will this Babler 
N ce ſay? He ſeemeth to be a Setter- forth of 
i ſtrange Doctrines, becauſe we preach unto 
* them Chriſt, and the New Birth.“ 


WAL! 


| Tu Ar I may therefore contribute my Mite 
towards curing the fatal Miſtake of ſuch Per- 
. ſons, who would thus put aſunder what God 
n pa joined anther, and vainly 
XF expect 
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11 
expect to be juſtified by Chriſt, 7. e. have their 
Sins forgiven, unleſs they are alſo ſanctified, 


1. e. have their Natures changed, and made 


holy; I ſhall beg leave to inlarge on the Words 
of the Text in the following manner. 


Firſt, 1 ſhall endeavour to e what is 


meant by Being in Chriſt, © If any Man 


be in Chriſt. 


Secondly, What we are to underſtand by 
being a New Creature: If any Man 
be in Chriſt, ſays the Apoſtle, he 1 10 


cc ned Creature. 


Thirdly, I ſhall produce ſome Arguments 


to prove Why we muſt be new Creatures 
ere we can be in Chriſt. 


Fourthly and Laſtly, I ſhall draw ſome In- 


ferences from what will have been deli- 
vered, and then conclude with a Word 
or two of Exhortation from the Whole. 


AND firſt then, I am to endeavour to ex- 


plain what is meant by this Expreſſion in the 
Text, If any Man be in Chriſt, 


B 2 Nov 


"Es A TEE ITE En 


** 5 PT 
===>; 3 his — 


. 


— — — — — IEA 


4 ) 

Now a Perſon may be ſaid to be in Chrift 
two Ways, Firſt, only by an outward Pro- 
feſſion. And in this Senſe, every one that is 
l called a Chriſtian, or baptized into Chriſt's 
ll. Church, may be ſaid to be in Chriſt. But 
| that this is not the ſole Meaning of the Apo- 
file's Phraſe now before us, is evident, becauſe 
then © every one that names the Name of 

«© Chriſt,” or is baptized into his viſible Church, 
would be a new Creature, Which is notori- 

= ouſly falſe, it being too plain, beyond all Con- 

tradiction, that comparatively but few of thoſe 
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| that are “ born of Water,” are © born of the 
| | « S$5:7it” likewiſe; or, to uſe another Scrip- 
| tural way of ſpeaking, Many are bapijzed 
| with Water, which were never, effectually 


1 at leaſt, baptized with the Holy Ghoſt. 
| 


To be in CHRIST therefore, in the full 
Import of the Word, muſt certainly mean 


| 
1 ſeomething more than a bare outward Profeſ- 
[| ſion, or being called after his Name. For, as 
| this ſame Apoſtle tells us, «All are not 1/7a- 
| « elites that are of Iſrael, i. e. when applied 
|. to Chriſtianity, all are not real Chriſtians that 
| are nominally ſuch. Nay, that is ſo far from 


being the Caſe, that our Bleſſed LoR D him- 
{cif informs us, That many that have prophe- 


fied 
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ſied or preached in his Name, and in his Name 
caſt out Devils, and done many wonderful 
Works, ſhall notwithſtanding be diſmiſſed at 


the laſt Day witha © Depart from me, I know 


ce you not, ye Workers of Iniquity, ” 


Ir remains therefore, that this Exprefiſon, 
If any Man be in Chriſt, muſt be underſtood 
in a ſecond and cloſer Signification, v2. to 
be in him ſo as to partake of the Benefits of 


his Sufferings. To be in him not only by an 
out ward Profeſſion, but by an inward Change 


and Purity of Heart, and Cohabitation of his 


Holy Spirit. To be in him ſo as to be myſti- 
cally united to him by a true and lively Faith, 
and thereby to receive ſpiritual Virtue from 
him, as the Members of the natural Body do 
from the Head, or the Branches from the 


Vine. To be in him in ſuch a manner as the 
Apoſtle, ſpeaking of himſelf, acquaints us he 


knew a Perſon was; I knew a Man in CHRIST, 


fays he, i. e. a true Chriſtian; or, as he him- 
ſelf deſires to be 77 CHRIST, when he wiſhes, 
in his Epiſtle to the Philippians, that he _ 


be found in bim. 
X 


.. Tris is undoubtedly the full 8 of the 
. Apoſtle $ Expreſſion in the Words of the Text; 
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ſo that what he ſays in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 


mans about Circumciſion, may very well be 


applied to the preſent Subject, via. That he 


is not a real Chriſtian, who is only one o 


wardly,; nor is that true Baptiſm, which is 


only outward in the Fleſb. But he is a true 
Chriſtian, who is one 7nwardly, whoſe Bap- 
tiſm is that of the Hæart, in the Spirit, and 
not merely in the Water, whoſe Praiſe is not 


of Man, but of Gop. Or, as he ſpeaketh in 
another Place, Neither Circumciſion or Un- 


circumciſion availeth any thing of itſelf, but 
a new Creature, Which amounts to what he 


here declares in the Verſe now under Conſi- 
deration, that if any Man be truly and pro- 
perly in CHRIST, he is a new Creature. 


Wuar we are to underſtand by being a 
New Creature, was the next and ſecond 


general Thing to be conſidered, 


AND here it is evident at the firſt View, 
that this Expreſſion is not to be fo explained 


as tho there was a Phyſical Change required 


to be made in us, 1. e. as tho' we were to be 


reduced to our primitive Nothings, and then 
created and formed again. For, ſuppoſing we 


were, as Nicodemus ignorantly imagined, to 
enter 


73 


enter a © ſecond time into our Mother's 


« Womb, and be born,” alas! what would it 


contribute towards rendring us ſpiritually new 
Creatures? ſince that which was born of Fleſh 


would be Fleſh ſtill, i. e. we ſhould be the 
ſame carnal Perſons as ever, being derived 
from carnal Parents, and conſequently reciev- 


ing the Seeds of all manner of Sin and Cor- 


ruption from them. No, it only means, that 
we muſt be fo altered as to the Qualities and 


Tempers of our Minds, that we mult intirely 


forget what manner of Perſons we once were. 
As it may be ſaid of a Piece of Gold that was 
in the Ore, after it has been cleanſed, purified 
and poliſhed, that it is a new Piece of Gold: 
As it may be ſaid of a bright Glaſs that has 


been covered over with Filth, when it is wiped, 
and ſo become tranſparent and clear, that it 


is a new Glaſs: Or, as it might be ſaid of 


Naaman, when he recovered of his Leproſy, 


and his Fleſh returned unto him like the Fleſh 


of a young Child, that he was a new Man; 


fo our Souls, tho' ſtill the ſame as to Efſence, 
yet are ſo purged, purified and cleanſed from 


their natural Droſs, Filth and Leproſy, by the 


bleſſed Influences of the Holy Spirit, that they 
may properly be ſaid to be made anew. 


How 
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1 
How this glorious Change is wrought in 
the Soul, cannot eaſily be explained: For no 
One knows the Ways of the Spirit, ſave the 
Spirit of God Himſelf. Not that this ought 
to be any Argument againſt this Doctrine; 


for, as our Bleſſed LoxD obſerved to Nico- 
demus, when he was diſcourſing on this very 


Subject, The Wind, ſays he, bloweth where 


it liſteth, and thou heareſt the Sound thereof; 


but knoweſt not whence it cometh, and whi- 
ther it goeth ; and if we are told of natural 


Things, and we underſtand them not, how 
much leſs ought we to wonder, if we cannot 
immediately account for the inviſible Work- 


ings of the Holy Spirit? The Truth of the 


Matter is this: The Doctrine of our Regene- 
ration, or New Birth in CHRISTH IEsus, is 


« dark and hard to be underſtood” by the 
natural Man. But that there is really ſuch a 


Thing, and that each of us muſt be ſpiritually 
born again, before we can enter into the King- 

dom of Gop; or, to keep to the Terms made 
uſe of in the Text, . muſt be new Creatures 
before we can be in Cn RIST, [ thall endea- 


vour to ſhew under my 
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[ 9] 


Third general Head, in which I was to pro. 


duce ſome Arguments to prove, M 


we mult be new Creatures, in order to 


qualify us for being ſavingly in CHRIST. 


AND here one would think it ſufficient to 


affirm, that Gop himſelf, in his holy Word, 


| hath- told us ſo. For, not to mention many | 
Texts, that might be produced out of the Old 
 Teftament to prove this Point, (and indeed, 


by the way, one would wonder how Nico- 


demus, who was a Teacher in Iſracl, and 


who was therefore to inſtru& the People in 


the ſpiritual Meaning of the Law, ſhould be 
ſo ignorant of this grand Article, as we find 
he really was, by his aſking our bleſſed Loxp, 
when he was preſſing on him this Topic, 


« How can theſe things be? ”” Surely, he could 


not forget how often the Pfalmiſt had beggd 
of Gop to make him a e Heart, and renew 


a rigbt Spirit within him; as likewiſe, how 


frequently the: Prophets had warned the People 
to make them new Hearts, and new Minds, 
and ſo turn unto the Lord their Gop. But 
not to mention theſe and ſuch-like Texts out 


of the Old Teftament) this Doctrine is ſo 
plainly and often repeated in the New, that, 


as J obſerved before, He that runs may read.” 
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For what ſays the great Prophet and Inſtructor 


of the World himſelf? Except a Man (i. e. 
every one that 1s naturally ingendered of the 
Offspring of Adam) be born again of Water, 


and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King- 
dom ' of God. And leſt we ſhould be apt to 


ſlight this Aſſertion, and, Nicodemui Iike, re- 


ject the Doctrine, becauſe We cannot imme · 


diately explain, How this thing can be; our 
Bleſſed Maſter therefore affirms it, as it were, 


by an Oath, Verily, Verily, F ſay unto you, 


or, as it may be read, I the Amen, I who am 
Truth itſelf, ſay unto you, that it is the unal- 
terable Appointment of my heavenly Father, 


that unleſs a Man be born again, he cannot 


enter into the een of Gop, 


ies ca to this are thoſe many Paſſages 
we meet with in the Epiſtles, where we are 
commanded to be renewed in the Spirit, i. e. 
as was before explained, in the inmaſt Facul- 


ties of our Minds; to put off the Old Man, 


which is corrupt; and to put on the New 


Man, which is created afier Gop, in Righte- 
ouſneſs and true Holineſs; That O74 Things 


muſt paſs away, and that all Things muſt be- 


come New; That we are to be ſaved by the 
HW Tſeng of PO, and the Neneting 


Ol 
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[11 ] 

of the HoLy GnasT. Or, methinks, was 
there no other Paſſage to be produced beſides 
the Words of the Text, it would be full 


enough, ſince the Apoſtle therein poſitively 


affirms, that zf any Man be in CHRIST, he 75 
a new Creature. 


Now what can be underſtood by all theſe 


different Terms of being born again, of put- 
ting off the old Man, and putting on the new, 
of being renewed in the Spirit of our Minds, 
and becoming new Creatures; but that Chri- 
ſtianity requires a thorough, real, inward 


Change of Heart? Do we think theſe, and 


ſuch-like Forms of ſpeaking, are mere Meta- 
phors, Words of a bare Sound, without any 
real ſolid Signification ? Indeed it is to be 

feared, ſome Men would have them interpreted 


ſo; but, alas! unhappy Men! they are not to 
be envied their Metaphorical Interpretation: 
It will be well, if they do not interpret them- 


felves out of their Salvation. 


| Mouriruvidhed other Texts might be pro- 
duced to confirm this ſame Truth: But thoſe 


already quoted are ſo plain and convincing, 


that one would imagine no one ſhould deny 
it; were we not told, There are ſome, who 
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* having Eyes, ſee not, and Ears, hear not, 
« and te: will not underſtand with their 
« Hearts, or hear with their Ears, leſt they 
be ſhould be converted, and —— ſhould 
« heal them.” 


Bur I proceed to a ſecond Argument to 

prove, Why we muſt be new Creatures, in 
order to be rightly in CHRISTH: And that ſhall 
be taken from the Purity of Gop, and the pre- 
ſent corrupt and polluted State of Man. 


Now Gop is deſcribed in Holy Scripture 
(aud I ſpeak to thoſe who profeſs to know 
the Scripture) as a Spirit; as a Being of ſuch 
infinite Sanctity, as to be of purer Eyes than 
to bebold Iniguity; as to be ſo tranſcendently 
holy, that it is ſaid the very Heavens are not 
clean in his Sight; and the Angels themſelves 
he chargeth with Folly. On the other hand, 
Man is deſcribed (and every regenerate Perſon 
will find it true by his own Experience) as a 
Creature altogether conceived and born in Sin; 
as having no good Thing dwelling in him; as 
being carnal, ſold under Sin; nay, as having 
a Mind which is Eumity with Gop, and ſuch- 
like, And ſince then there is ſuch an infinite 


Difpari ty, can any one conceive, how ſuch a 
| 01 200 3 filthy, 
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filthy, corrupted, polluted Wretch can dwell 


with an infinitely pure and holy Gop, before 


he is changed, and rendered, in ſome meaſure, 
like him? Can He, that is of purer Eyes than 
to behold Iniquity, dwell with ic? Can He, 


in whoſe Sight the Heavens are not clean, 


delight to dwell with Uncleanneſs itſelf? No; 
we might as well ſuppoſe Light to have Com- 
munion with Darkneſs, or CHRIST to have 
Concord with Belial. But I paſs on to a 


THIRD Argument to make good the Apo- 
ſtle's Aſſertion in the Text, which ſhall be 


founded on the Conſideration of the Nature 


of that Happineſs Gop has prepared for thoſe 


- that unfeignedly love him, 


To enter indeed on 2 minute and particu- 


lar Deſcription of Heaven, would be vain and 
preſumptuous, ſince we are told, that Eye 
hath not /een, nor Ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the Heart of Man to conceive, 


the Things that are prepared for the /incere 


Followers of the Holy Jesvs even in this Life, 


much leſs in that which is to come, How- 


ever, this we may venture to affirm in the 
general, that as Gop is a Spirit, fo the Hap- 
8 he has laid up for his People, is ſpiri- 


tual 
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tual likewiſe; and conſequently, unleſs our 
carnal Minds are changed, and become /þiri- 
tualized, we can never be made meet to 
partake of that Inheritance with the Saints in | 
Light. 


IT is true, we may flatter ourſelves, that, 
ſuppoſing we continue in our natural corrupt 
Eſtate, and carry all our Luſts along with us, 
we ſhould, notwithſtanding, reliſh Heaven, 
was Gop to admit us therein. And fo we 
might, was it a Mabometan Paradiſe, wherein 
we were to take our full Swing in ſenſual 
Delights. But ſince its Joys are only ſpiritual, 
and no unclean Thing can poſſibly enter thoſe 
bleſſed Manſions, there is an abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity of our being changed, and undergoing a 
total Renovation of our depraved Natures, 
before we can have any Taſte or Reliſh of 
thoſe 2 Pleaſures. 


Ir is, doubtleſs, for this Reaſon, that the 
Apoſtle declares it to be the irrevocable Decree 
of the Almighty, that without Holineſs, i. e. 
without being made pure by Regeneration, 
and having the Image of Gop thereby rein- 

| ſtamped upon the Soul, no Man living ſhall 
A the ages And it is very obſervable, that 
our 


151 
our Divine Maſter, in the famous Paſſage be- 
fore referred to, concerning the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of Regeneration, does not ſay, unleſs 
a Man be born again, he SHALL Nor, but 
unleſs a Man be born again, he Cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of Gap, For it is founded 
in the very Nature of Things, that unleſs 
we have Diſpoſitions wraught in us ſuitable 
and anſwerable to the Objects that are to en- 
tertain us, we can take no manner of Com- 
placency or Satisfaction in them. For In- 
ſtance; What Delight can the moſt harmo- 
nious Mzfch afford a deaf, or what Pleaſure 
the moſt excellent Pidure give a blind Man? 
Can a taſteleſs Palate reliſh the richeſt Dain- 

ties, or a filthy Swine be pleaſed with the fineſt 
Garden of Flowers? Ne: And what Reaſon 
can be aſſigned for it? An Anſwer is ready; 
Becauſe they have neither of them any Tem- 
pers of Mind correſpondent or agreeable to 
what they are to be diverted with, And thus | 
it is with the Soul hereafter. For Death makes 
no more Alteration in the Soul, than as it 
inlarges its Faculties, and makes it capable of 
receiving deeper Impreſſions either of Plea- 
ſure or Pain. If it delighted to converſe with 
Soy here, it will be tranſported with the Sight 
of his glorious * hereafter, If it was 
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pleaſed with 'the Communion of Saints on 
Earth, it will be infinitely more ſo with the 
Communion and Society of holy Angels, and 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect in Heaven. 
But if the Oppoſite of all this be true, we may 
aſſure ourſelves, ' it could not be happy, was 
Gop himſelf to admit it (which he never will 
do) into the Regions of the Bleſſed. But it 


1s Time for me to o haſten to che 


Four ꝝ and laſt be ſhall offer to 
prove, that we muſt be new Creatures ere we 
can be in CukIs r, viz. becauſe CRIS T's 
Redemption will not be complete without it. 


Ir we reflect indeed on the firſt and chief 
End of our Bleſſed Loxp's Coming, we ſhall 
find it was to ſave us from our Sins, to be a 
Propitiation for our Sins, to give his Life a 

Ranſom for many. But then, if the Benefits 
of our dear Redeemer's Death were to extend 
no further than barely to procure Forgiveneſs 


of our Sins, we ſhould have as little Reaſon 


to rejoice in it, as a poor condemned Crimi- 
nal, that is ready to periſh by ſome fatal Diſ- 


eaſe, would have in receiving a Pardon from 
his Judge. For Chriſtians would do well to 
conſider, that there is not only a legal Hin- 


drance 
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drance to our Happineſs, as we are Breakers of 
Gop's Law, but alſo a moral Impurity in our 
Natures, which renders us incapable of enjoy- 


ing Heaven, (as hath been already prov'd) till 


ſome mighty Change hath been wrought in 


us. It is neceſſary therefore, in order to make 


CursT's Redemption complete, that we 
ſhould have a Grant of Gop's Holy Spirit to 


change our Natures, and ſo prepare us for the 


| Enjoyment of that Happineſs our Saviour has 


purchaſed by his precious Blood. 


| AccoRDINGLY the holy Scriptures inform 


us, that whom CHRIST ies, i. e. (as we 
ſaid before) whoſe Sins he forgives, thoſe he 
allo /anifies, i. e. purifies and cleanſes, and 


totally changeth their corrupted Natures. 


Nay, in one Place of Scripture, San&1ication 
is put before Juſtification, on purpoſe, as it 
were, to convince us that there is no Salva- 


tion to be had without it. Bur ye are waſhed, 
ſays the Apoſtle, but ye are /an#ified; and 
then follows, but ye are juftified. As the 
Scripture alſo ſpeaketh in another Place, 


« CHRIST is to us Juſtification, Sanct ification, 
« and then Redemption.” Let this therefore 


be admitted as another indiſputable Argu- 


ment why we mußt be new Creatures, ere we 
| — 08 can 
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L 18 ] 
can be in CARIST, becauſe without it OukIsT 
is dead in vain, 


PROCEED, we now to. the next general 
Thing propoſed, vig. To draw. ſome In- 
ferences from. what has been delivered. 


And Firſt then, If he that is in Cnr 


mult be a. new Creature, this may ſerve as a 
Reproof for ſome, who reſt in a bare Per- 
formance of outward Duties, without per- 
ceiving any real zzward Change of Heart. 


W may oblerve a great many Perſons to 


be very punctual in the regular Returns of 


publick and private Prayer, as likewiſe of re- 
cciving the Holy Communion, and perhaps, 
now and then too, in keeping a Faſt, And 
ſo far we grant they do well. But then here 


is the Misfortune, they reſt barely in the Uſe 


of the Means, and think all is over, when 
they have juſt complied with theſe ſacred In- 


ſtitutions: Whereas, were they rightly in- 


formed, they would conſider, that all the in- 


ſtituted Means of Grace; as Prayer, Faſting, 
Hearing and Reading the Word of Gon, Re- 


ceiving the Bleſſed Sacrament, and ſuch-like, 
are no further ſerviceable to us, than as they 


are 


_ 


2 


r 


2 
are found to make us inwardly better, and to 
carry on the ſpiritual Life in the Soul. 


IT is true, they are Means, and Eſſential 
ones too; but then they are o Means; they 
are Part, but not the Mole of Religion: 
For if ſo, Who more religious than the Pha- 


riſee? who faſted twice in the Week, and 


gave Tythes of all that he poſſeſſed, and yet 


was not juſtified, as our Saviour himſelf in- 


| zern us, in the Sight of Gop. 


You pee like the Pherifes, may faſt 


often, and make long Prayers; you may, with 


Herod, hear good Sermons gladly; or, as 


Judas himſelf, according to the Opinion of 
our Church, did *, receive the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment. Bur yet, if you continue vain and tri- 
fling, immoral or worldly - minded in your 


| Converſations, and differ from the reſt of your 


Neighbours barely in going to Church, or in 
complying with ſome outward Per formances, 


are you better than they? No, in no wiſe: | 


You are by far much worſe, becauſe thoſe that 


wholly neglect the Means, areanſwerable only 
for omitting the Uſe of Gop's Ordinances; 
whereas if you uſe them, and at the ſame time 


* See the firſt Exhortation fo le read the Week before the Com- 
7 union. | 
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20 
abuſe them, by not letting them produce their 
intended Effect, you thereby encourage others 
to think there is nothing in them, and therefore 
muſt expect tot receive the greater Damnation. 


Box, Secondly, If he that is ia CH RISH muſt 
be a neu Creature, then this may check the 
groundleſs Preſumption of another Claſs of 
Profeſſors, who reſt in the Attainment of ſome 
Moral Virtues, and falſely imagine they are 
good Chriſtians, if they are juſt in their Deal- 
ings, or temperate in their Diet, and do Hurt 
ms; r Violence to no Man. | 


Bur if this was all that is requiſite to make 
us Chriſtians, Why mignc not the Heathens of 
old be good Chriſtians, who were remarkable 
for theſe Virtues? Or St. Paul, before his 
Converſion, who tells us, That then he lived 
in all good Conſcience, and was, touching the 
Law, blameleſs? And yet, after his Converſion, 
we find he renounces all Dependence on Works 
of this Nature, and only deſires to be found in 
Cn RIS, and to know the Power of his Reſur- 

rection; 2. e. to have an experimental Proof of 

receiving the HoLy GHos , purchaſed for him 
by the Death, and enſured and applied to him 
by che Reſurrection, of Jesvs CuRIsT. 


THE 


1 
Tux Sum of the Matter is this: Chriſtia- 
nity includes Morality, as Grace does Reaſon ; 
but if we are only mere Moraliſts, if we are 
not inwardly wrought upon, and changed by 
the powerful Operations of the Holy Spirit, 


and our Moral Actions proceed from a Prin- 
ciple of a new Nature, however we may call 
_ ourſelves Chriſtians, it is to be feared we ſhall. 


be found naked at the Great Day, and in the 


Number of thoſe, who vainly depend on their 
own Righteouſneſs, and not on the Righte- 
ouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST, imputed to and in- 
herent in them, as | neceſſary to their eternal 


Salvation. 


Nox, Thirdly, will this Doctrine leſs con- 


demn thoſe, who reſt in a Partial Amend- 


ment of themſelves, without going on to Per- 
fection, and experiencing a thorough, real, 
inward Change of Heart. 


A little ene with the World will 
furniſh us with Inſtances of no ſmall Number 


of Perſons, who, perhaps, were before openly 


profane; but ſeeing the ill Conſequences of 


their Vice, and the many worldly Inconve- 
niences it has reduced them to, on a ſudden, 
as it were, grow civilized; and thereupon 


flatter 
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Aatter themſelves that they are very religious, 


becauſe they differ a little from their former 


Selves, and are not ſo ſcandalouſly wicked as 


once they were: Whereas at the ſame time 
they ſhall have ſome ſecret darling Sin or 


other, ſome beloved Dalilab or Herodias, 
which they will not part with; ſome hidden 


Luſt, which they will not mortify ; ſome 


vicious Habit, which they will not take pains 
too root out. But wouldſt thou know, O vain 


Man! whoever thou art, what the Lox thy 


Gop requires of thee? thou muſt be inform'd, 


that nothing ſhort of a thorough, found Con- 


verſion will avail for the Salvation of thy Soul. 


Tr is not enough to turn from Profaneneſs to 


Civility; but thou muſt turn from Civility 
to Godlineſs., Not only ſome, but all Things 
muſt become new in thy Soul. It will profit 
thee but little to do many Things, if yet ſome 
one Thing thou lackeſt. In ſhort, thou muſt 

Not be only an almoſt, but altogether a new 
Creature, or in vain thou hopeſt for a ſaving 


Intereſt 7 in CH RIST. 


Fourthly and Laſtly, Ir he that is in CHRIST 


muſt be a new Creature, then this may be 


preſcribed as an infallible Rule for every Per- 


fon of whatever Denomination, Age, Degree 
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or Quality; to judge himſelf' by; this being 
che only ſolid Foundation, whereon we can 
build a well grounded Aſſurance of 
Peace, and l 


W may indeed depend on the broken 

Reed of an external Frofeſſion; we may think 
we have done enough, if we lead ſuch ſober, 
honeſt; moral Lives, as many Heathens did. 
We may imagine we are in a ſaſe Condition, 
if we attend on the publick Offices of Reli- 
gion, and are conſtant in the Duties of our 
Cloſets. But unleſs, all theſe: tendi to reform 
our Lives, ; and; change our Hearts, and are 
only uſed as 19, many, Chanels of Divine 
| Grace; as L told you before, lo Ltell you again, | 
ag will, profit us nothing. 


HET * of us therefore ſeriouſly put this. 
Queſtion to our Hearts: Have we received the 
HoLy GHosT ſince we believed? Are we new 
Creatures in CHRIST, or no? At leaſt, if we 
are not ſo yet, is it our daily Endeavour to 
become ſuch? Do we: make a conſtant and 
conſcientious Uſe of all the Means of Grace 
required thereto? Do we faſt, watch, and pray? 
Do we not only. lazily ſeek, but laboriouſſy 
{trive to enter in at the ſtreight Gate? In ſhort, 

90 
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Do we renounce ourſelves, take up out Croſſes, 
and follow CHRIST? If fo, we are in that 
narrow Way which leads to Life: We are, at 
leaſt ſhall in Time, become. new Creatures in 
CHRIST. The good Seed is ſown in our 
Hearts, and will, if duly water'd and nouriſh'd 
by a regular perſevering Uſe of all the Means 
ol Grace, grow up to eternal Life. But, on the 
contrary, if we have only heard, and know not 
experimentally, whether there be any HoLy 
_ GHnosrT ; if we are Strangersto Faſting, Watch- 
ing, and Prayer, and all the other ſpiritual Ex- 
erciſes of Devotion; if we are content to go 
in the broad Way, merely becauſe we ſee 
moſt other People do ſo, without once re- 
flecting whether it be the right one or not; 
in ſhort, if we are Strangers, nay, Enemies 
to the Croſs of Chriſt, by leading Lives of 
Softneſs, Worldly-mindedneſs, and ſenſual 
Pleaſure; and chereby make others think, 
that Chriſtianity is but an empty Name, a 
bare formal Profeſſion; if this be the Caſe, 
J fay, then CHRIST is as yet dead in vain as 
to us; we are yet under the Guilt of our Sins; 
we are unacquainted with that true and tho- 
rough Converſion, which alone can intitle us 
to the Salvation of our Souls. 


Bur 


LH. 


But, Beloved, I am perſuaded better Things 


| of you, and Things that accompany Salvation, 


tho' we thus ſpeak; and humbly hope, that 
{ you are fully and heartily convinced, that no- 
| thing but the Wedding Garment of a new 
| Nature, can gain Admiffion for you at the 
Marriage Feaſt of the Supper of the Lamb; 
that you are ſincerely perſuaded, that he that 
hath not the Spirit of CHRIST, is none of his; 
and that, unleſs the Sp1R1T, which raiſed Ixsus 
from the Dead, dwell in you here, neither 
will your mortal Bodies be quickened by the 
ſame SPIRIT to dwell with him hereafter. 


Lr we ther refore (as was propoſed in the 
laſt Place) earneſtly exhort you, in the Name 
of our Lord Jesvs CHRIST, to act ſuitable to 
thoſe Convictions, and to live as Chriſtians, 
that are commanded in Holy Writ, to put off 
their former Converſation concerning the O/d 
Man, and to put on the New Man, which is 
created after Go, in a Rightcouſheſs and true 
Holineſs. 


IT muſt be owned indeed, that this is a great 
and difficult Work; but, bleſſed be Gop, it 
is not impoſſible. Many Thouſands of happy 
Souls have been aſſiſted by a Divine Power to 
E brin 
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bring it about, and why ſhould Me deſpair of 
Succeſs? Is Gop's Hand ſhortened, that it can- 
not ſave? Was He the Gop of our Fathers, 
is He not the Gop of their Children alſo? Yes, 
doubtleſs, of their Children alſo. Ir is a Taſk 
likewiſe that will put us to ſome Pain; it will 
oblige us to part with fome Luſt, to break 
with ſome Friend, to mortify ſome beloved 
Paſſion, which may be exceeding dear to us, 
and perhaps as hard to leave, as to cut off a 
right Hand, or pluck out a right Eye. But 
what of all this? Will not the being made a 
real living Member of CHRIST, a Child of 
Gop, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, abundantly make Amends for all this 
Trouble? Undoubredly it will. Laſtly, Set- 


ting about and carrying on this great and ne- 


ceſſary Work, perhaps may, nay, aſſuredly 
will, expoſe us to the Ridicule of the unthink- 


ing Part of Mankind, Who will wonder, that 


we run not into the ſame Exceſs of Riot with 


themſelves; and becauſe we may deny our 
ſinful Appetices, and are not conformed to 
this World, being commanded in Scripture to 


do the one, and to have our Converſation in 
Heaven in Oppoſition to the other, they may 


count our Lives Folly, and our End to be 


without Honour, But will not the being 
5 num-— 
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numbered among the Saints, and ſhining as 
the Stars for ever and ever, be a more than 
ſufficient Recompence for all the Ridicule, 
Calumny, or Reproach, we can poſſibly meer 
with here? 


INDEED, was there no other Reward at- 
tended a thorough Converſion, but that Peace 
of Gop, which is the unavoidable Conſequence _ 
of it, and which, even in this Life, paſſeth 
all Underſtanding, we ſhould have great Rea- 
ſon to rejoice. But when we conſider this is 
the leaſt of thoſe Mercies Gop has prepared 
for thoſe that are in CHRISTH new Creatures; 
that this is but the Beginning of an eternal 
Succeſſion of Pleaſures; that the Day of our 
Deaths, which the unconverted, unrenewed 
Sinner muſt ſo much dread, will be, as it 
were, but the rt Day of our new Births, 
and open to us an everlaſting Scene of Hap- 
pineſs and Comfort; in ſhort, if we remem- 
ber, that they who are regenerate and born 
again, have a real Title to all the glorious Pro- 
miles of the Goſpel, and are iafallibly certain 


of being as happy, both here and hereafter, as 


an All-wiſe, All-gracious, All- powerfal Bon 
can make them; methinks, every one that 
has but the leaſt Concern for the Salvation of 
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his precious, his immortal Soul, having ſuch | 

| Promiſes, ſuch an Hope, ſuch an Eternity of 
Happineſs ſet before him, ſhould never ceaſe | 
Watching, praying, and ftriving, till he find a 
real, inward, ſaving Change wrought in his I 
Heart; and thereby knoweth of a Truth, that 
he dwells in CHRIST, and Cu RIST in him; | 
that he is a new Creature in CHRIST ; that he 
is therefore a Child of Gop; that he is already . 
an Inheritor, and will ere long, if he endure | 
to the End, be an actual Poſſeſſor of the J 
Kingdom of Heaven. J 


Wulch God of his Infinite Mercy grant, 4 
through Jesus CHRIST our LORD, 


To Whom, Ne. 
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